Rome, 20/5/03

APPEAL TO ALL GOVERNEMENTS AND THE INTERNATION COMMUNITY

"Stop the tragedy in the Congo"

We, as Dehonian religious, representing 37 nations, gathered in Rome for our General Chapter

EXPRESS our deep concern for the dramatic events that are taking place these past weeks in the eastern part of the Democratic Republic of the Congo and in a particular concern for the region of ITURI and surrounding areas.

The European Parliament, United Nations, and the African Union, through their representatives, condemn the "crimes", "sexual violence", and the atrocious massacres of innocent citizens and their populations.

WE DEPLORE the exhibition of those who have taken charge for these bloody military operations and ignored the cease fire accord that was recently signed.

WE CONDEMN this decision that does not allow peace to make any inroads or bring about final stability to people who are exhausted and defenseless.

WE ARE PERPLEXED by the fact that, in these dramatic situations, the UNO forces have neither the possibility nor the mandate to intervene in the removal of these forces of disorder and death; on the contrary, the design is to remove the UNO forces from a zone that is filled with great danger for the observers and military of UNO (Bunia, Komanda, MambasaŠ). This would indicate abandoning the people of these regions to their sad fate and leave them in the hands of enraged militia, capable of pillage, destruction, and murder.

WE ARE CONVINCED that UNO in other situations would remain in a place, responding to the precise humanitarian mission, which is to save the people and prevent the outcome of jungle law. UNO would gravely fail in their task if they withdraw from this risky zone, condemning the people to violence, destruction, pillage, and exodus of the masses.

Therefore, WE DEMAND that:

     -the governments of Africa, Europe, and America assume their responsibility to put an end to this tragedy:

     -UNO NOT retreat their militia and observers from this risky zone;

     -reinforce the presence of the "blue helmets" with a mandate that permits them not only to guarantee each one's safety but also protect the civil population and to remove war and guerilla actions;

   -intensify diplomatic actions that will dissuade the countries who directly or indirectly support the war in ITURI and the eastern Democratic Republic of the Congo. The international community must not allow cynical calculations of war and shameful hidden interests of other nations to make a war last longer, far from resolutions to problems, only to generate hate, division, and death.

WE REAFFIRM our solidarity with the martyred people of the Congo, whose evangelization and human development we have been a part of for more than 105 years.

WE SHOW our communion and support to all those forces that, with perseverance and respect for the human person, will bring a precise wish for peace.

                                              P. Virginio Bressanelli, scj

                                             Superior General

                                                 And the Members of the XXIst

                                             General Chapter for the Priests of

                                               The Sacred Heart of Jesus-Dehonians
*******************************************

Prot. N. 203-2003-05-20

Mr. Tony Blair

Prime Minister of the United Kingdom

OBJECTIVE: An appeal for immediate international intervention to protect the People in the Region of ITURI (Democratic Republic of the Congo).

Dear Prime Minister Blair,

      Once again,  I turn to you with confidence to inform you of the latest developments in the dramatic events that are taking place with the people in the Region of Ituri, Democratic Republic of the Congo.

     The last news we received from the news agencies and from our confreres working in the region  tell me that the city of BUNIA, capital for the region of Ituri, is almost empty. The inhabitants have been forced to flee because of the new disorders and the presence of 700 soldiers of the ONU. With the murder of two observers from Monuc toMongwalu, the ONU has given orders to their agents, working in Mambasa, to leave the city. The population has made circles around their homes with the hopes of discouraging their stay. Fortunately their evacuation was already suspected. The testimony given by the people of Mambasa show us how important it is to have the forces of ONU remain in their places and that they may be sent under the condition that they guarantee protection for the people and stabilize peace.
       I write this because in your role, You have done what is in your power to guarantee the protection for these people who have been mistreated.

  Along with this letter, I am sending a communiqué from our General Chapter, which serves as the highest organism of our Institute.

     I am grateful for all that you are able to do in bringing back peace and tranquillity to these people who have suffered.

       I greet you with our respect and esteem,

                                                 Fr. Virginio Bressanelli, scj
                                                 Dehonian Superior General
                                                                
